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A   LETTEK, 


My  Lord, 

Peiimit  me  to  occupy  five  minutes  of  your  time. 
I  scarcely  ask  it  as  a  favor,  for,  as  you  have  under- 
taken the  primary  management  of  one  of  the  greatest 
and  dearest  interests  of  this  nation,  every  Englishman 
has  a  right  to  tell  you  where  and  when  you  dangerously 
err  in  your  office,  and  it  will  be  at  your  own  peril,  as 
trustee,  if  you  neglect  the  admonition.  I  am  not 
disposed  to  fatigue  either  your  lordship  or  myself  with 
extracts  from  public  papers — the  notoriety  of  the  fact 
precludes  the  necessity  of  any  formal  proof — and  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  the  forms  of  office  do  not  forbid 
an  appeal  to  your  conscience. 

Sir  George  Murray,  your  lord ship''s  immediate  prede- 
cessor in  the  Colonial  Department,  with  an  ignorance 
which  might  have  been  pardoned  in  a  soldier,  if  he  had 
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not  been  an  adviser  of  the  Crown,  but  at  the  same  time 
with  a  presumption  which  would  have  been  inexcusable 
in  either  character,  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  reference  to  the  existing  state  of  society  in  the 
West  Indies,  that  "  Christianity  and  Slavery  were  in- 
compatible." Position,  my  Lord,  in  the  present  day,  is 
every  thing.  That  Sir  George  Murray  should  con- 
descend to  borrow  from  the  declaimers  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  this  silly,  sounding,  worn-out  false- 
hood, which  in  its  plain  and  intended  meaning  is  an 
implicit  libel  on  our  Saviour  Christ,  and  an  express 
indictment  of  our  Apostle  Paul,  would  have  excited 
wonder,  if  our  sense  of  wonder  at  Parliamentary  ab- 
surdities had  not  been  palsied  by  the  frequency  of 
excitement.  But  Sir  George  Murray  might  have 
amused  himself  and  his  hearers  with  this,  and  fifty 
other  such  puerilities  without  provoking  any  feeling 
stronger  than  compassion,  had  not  the  sciolism  of  the 
man  become  pernicious  when  associated  with  the  power 
and  the  authority  of  the  minister.  It  is  only  because 
a  former  Secretary  of  State  was  dangerously  wrong, 
and  because  his  successor,  from  indolence  or  imbecility, 
seems  in  danger  of  following  the  example,  that  any 
man  who  can  employ  himself  more  profitably,  will  be 
induced  to  refute  once  more  this  hundred  times  detected 
sophism  for  the  particular  information  of  your  Lordship. 
My  Lord,  at  the  moment  when  it  pleased  God  in  his 
mysterious  mercy  to  send  his  Son  into  this  world  to 
teach  and  to  save  it,  in  every  nation  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  within  and  without  the  limits  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  personal  slavery  was  established  in  fact,  and 
by  law.  But  a  few  years  before  the  Christian  era, 
Horace  seriously  argued,  (you  know  the  place,)  that 
he  had  adequately  rewarded  one  of  his  principal  slaves 


for  an  honest  and   industrious  course  of  life,  by  not 
nailing  him  to  a  cross  as  meat  for  crows  : 

"  JVon  pasces  in  cruce  corvos." 

But  a  few  years  after  the  same  era,  Juvenal  repre- 
sents a  lady  of  fashion  ordering  a  slave  to  be  crucified 
for  some  slight  offence,  and  expressing  her  astonish- 
ment at  her  husband's  remonstrances.  "  You  fool," 
she  says,  "  is  a  slave  so  much  a  man  as  to  be  cared 
for  in  that  manner  ?  Granted  that  he  has  done  nothing  to 
deserve  the  punishment  ! — What  of  that  ?  /  choose  it, 
and  that  is  reason  enough  ;" 

"  O  demens,  ita  servus  homo  est  ?  nil  fecerit,  esto  ; 
Hoc  volo,  sic  jubeo,  sit  pro  ratione  voluntas  " 

You  will  not  have  courage,  my  Lord,  to  deny,  even 
in  Parliament,  that  these  two  quotations  prove  and 
define  the  notoriety  of  a  system  of  Slavery  in  the 
Heathen  world,  which  no  one,  except  Mr.  Stephen, 
has  had  the  leaden  malice  to  commend  at  the  expense 
of  our  fellow-countrymen  of  Jamaica,  Barbados,  &c. 
The  case  was  the  same  with  God's  own  peculiar  people, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  express  commands  of  God's 
own  appointed  servant.  The  following  are  the  un- 
doubted words  of  Moses  in  the  form  of  a  National  Law  ; 

"  Both  thy  bondmen  and  thy  bondmaids,  which  thou 
shalt  have,  shall  be  of  the  Heathen  that  are  round 
about  you ;  of  them  shall  ye  buy  bondmen  and  bond- 
maids. Moreover  of  the  children  of  the  strangers  that 
do  sojourn  among  you,  of  them  shall  ye  buy,  and  of 
their  families  that  are  with  you,  which  they  begat  in 
your  land,  and  they  shall  be  your  possession.  And  ye 
shall  take  them  as  aii  inheritance  for  your  children 
after  you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  possession  ;  they  shall 
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be  your  bondmen  for  ever ;  but  over  your  brethren, 
the  children  of  Israel,  ye  shall  not  rule  one  over  ano- 
ther with  rigor."" — Leviticus  xx.  44 — 46. 

"  If  a  man  smite  his  servant  or  his  maid,  with  a 
rod,  and  he  die  under  his  hand,  he  shall  be  surely 
punished.  Notwithstanding^  if  he  continue  a  day  or 
two,  he  shall  not  be  punished,  for  he  is  his  money."" 
— Eosodus  XX.  20,  21. 

You  see,  therefore,  my  Lord,  that  at  the  precise  time 
of  the  introduction  of  Christianity  among  men,  the  fact 
of  the  legal  and  accustomed  establishment  of  Slavery, 
of  the  most  atrocious  character,  in  the  Koman  empire, 
is  indisputable  ;  and  that  amongst  the  Jews  in  particu- 
lar, it  rested  on  the  commands  of  a  legislator,  whose 
divine  legation  Christ  sanctioned,  and  the  Apostles  of 
Christ  with  one  voice  asserted.  If  then  Slavery — the 
holding  of  a  man  or  a  woman  as  a  possession  in  inhe- 
ritance— be  in  itself  a  sin,  it  was  the  universal,  and  in 
the  country  in  which  Christianity  began,  the  most  res- 
pectable, sin  of  the  times  in  which  Christ  lived  and 
taught.  It  was  no  by-practice,  no  secret  vice,  no  hole- 
and-corner  immorality ;  it  was  common  as  day-light, 
wide  as  the  earth  itself,  met  you  in  streets,  received 
you  in  houses,  sat  with  you  at  theatres,  and  knelt  down 
to  worship  by  your  side  in  the  temple  of  God  himself. 
Now  all  sin,  of  what  kind  or  in  what  degree  soever  it 
may  be,  is  absolutely  incompatible  with  Christianity ; 
that  is  to  say — no  Christian  will,  by  any  means  or 
for  any  end,  do  or  countenance  that  which  he  believes 
to  be  sin.  Slavery,  therefore,  being  assumed  to  be 
sinful,  (for  Sir  George  Murray  will  not  say,  I  suppose, 
that  an  indifferent^  or  a  simple  inexpedient,  custom  of 
any  sort  is  incompatible  with  Christianity,)  we  shall, 
beyond  a   doubt,  find   the   practice  denounced  in  the 


New  Testament  with  a  peremptoriness  and  a  solemnity, 
which  its  universality,  its  atrocity,  and,  in  the  instance 
of  the  Jews  themselves,  its  authoritative  institution 
would  seem  imperiously  to  demand.  It  would  be  little 
short  of  direct  impiety,  to  suppose  that  our  Saviour 
Christ,  or  his  blessed  Apostles,  would  leave  entirely 
without  reprobation — without  one  damnatory  notice  — 
a  sin  of  such  enormous  dimensions,  with  the  perpetual, 
every- day  commission  of  which,  by  all  the  world 
around  them,  they  were  perfectly  familiar.  Surely,  if 
ever  implication  could  rise  to  the  strength  of  positive 
affirmation,  it  might  be  feared,  that  a  total  omission 
of  this,  in  the  long  and  dismal  catalogue  of  sins, 
branded  with  infamy  in  the  Christian  Scriptures,  would 
have  the  unhappy  effect  of  misleading  the  best  inten- 
tioned  men  into  a  belief,  that  the  possession  of  a  bond- 
man under  the  new  dispensation  was  not  forbidden. 
We  shall,  therefore,  certainly  find  it  prohibited. 

My  Lord,  after  a  patient  and  anxious  scrutiny  of 
the  entire  body  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, I  find,  as  every  one  of  the  meanest  capacity 
may  find,  and  as  men  of  the  highest  capacity 
have  found,  that  Christ's  kingdom  was  not,  nor  is, 
a  kingdom  of  this  world;  that  it  revolutionized 
neither  governments  nor  laws  by  any  direct  action ; 
that,  wdth  reference  to  politics,  and  forms  of  eco- 
nomy, it  was  a  collateral  influence,  taking  men  and 
things  as  they  were  all  over  the  earth,  and  no 
otherwise  interfering  with  the  customs  or  regula- 
lations  of  civil  governments,  than  by  inculcating  the 
eternal  principles  of  Truth,  Justice,  and  Mercy,  in 
every  existing  relation  of  life,  and  by  substituting  the 
rule  of  Conscience  for  the  spur  of  Interest  or  of  Fear. 
The  self-same  gospel  was  preached  to  Jew  and  Gentile 


10 


to  Greek  and  Barbarian,  to  the  Bond  and  to  the  Free. 
Its  promises  and  its  precepts  were  addressed  to  all 
mankind,  equally  and  alike  adapted  to  every  nation, 
because  not  concerned  particularly  with  any,  and  thus 
it  became  and  demonstrated  itself  to  be,  the  first  and 
only  Catholic  and  everlasting  Religion.  With  the 
bond-service  of  the  contemporary  world,  Christianity 
no  more  interfered  than  with  any  other  civil  institution. 
Read,  my  Lord,  the  first  chapter  of  St.  Paul's  great 
Epistle  to  the  Romans  (it  will  be  the  best  ten  minutes' 
reading  you  will  have  in  the  course  of  the  day  ;)  in  that 
direful  detail  of  Heathen  vices- — the  nameable  and  the 
unnameable — is  there  so  much  as  a  hint  of  the  sinfulness 
of  Slavery,  or  of  its  incompatibility  with  the  religion 
which  the  Apostle  was  preaching  ?  Read,  my  Lord, 
the  sixth  chapter  of  the  same  Apostle"'s  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians,  and  the  third  chapter  of  his  Epistle  to  the 
Colossians,  in  which  he  commands  slaves,  servants, 
QovXoi.') — such  as  Horace,  and  Juvenal's  Belle,  would 
have  made  no  scruple  of  nailing  to  a  tree  with  the  head 
downwards — to  be  obedient  to  their  masters,  even  as  to 
Christ,  with  fear  and  trembling  ;  justly  assuring  them 
that  every  man  shall  receive  a  recompense  from  the 
Lord  for  his  actions,  whether  he  be  bond  or  whether 
he  be  free.  Finally,  my  Lord,  read  the  exquisite 
letter  to  the  Christian  convert  Philemon,  the  bearer 
of  which,  Onesimus,  was  a  Christian  slave  who  had 
run  away  from  his  Christian  master,  and  who  was  thus 
sent  back  by  Saint  Paul  himself,  commended  as 
Bishops  would  fain  be  commended  now,  and  protected 
with  a  "  beseech  thee.  Brother,"  to  take  him  into 
favor  again.  I  forbear  to  press  the  self-evident  con- 
clusion -,  neither  you,  nor  Sir  George  Murray  can  miss 
your  way  to  it ;   it  blocks  you  up,  like  a  wall,  on  every 
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side,  and  it  is  not  your  new  patrons  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  nor  your  associates  of  the  Conventicle,  that  will 
make  you  an  escape  through  it.  Think  not  to  get  off 
upon  the  admitted  truth  of  the  tendency  of  Christianity 
to  mitigate  and  finally  to  extinguish  Slavery.  The 
Colonists  affirm  it  with  all  their  hearts  and  souls,  and 
stand  upon  it,  as  upon  a  rock,  in  this  protracted 
warfare  with  the  fanatics  of  immediate  abolition.  De- 
fend, if  you  can,  the  doctrine  of  ''  incompatibility."  For 
your  help  in  that  attempt  I  will  only  add  the  deliberate 
judgment  of  Paley  in  this  matter,  because  he  happens 
at  this  day  to  be  a  writer  for  whose  authority  too  many 
men  have,  though  they  dare  not  express  it,  more  respect 
than  for  that  of  the  Bible  itself. 

"  Slavery  was  part  of  the  civil  constitution  of  most 
countries  when  Christianity  appeared,  yet  no  passage 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Christian  Scriptures  by  which  it  is 
condemned  and  prohibited." 

So  much  for  Sir  George  Murray's  correction  of  Saint 
Paul's  understanding  of  the  nature  of  Christianity  ! 
He  is  a  bold  man,  but  until  I  see  him  in  the  forlorn 
hope  again,  I  shall  doubt  his  courage  to  venture  on  the 
shattered  sophism ;  and  remember,  my  Lord,  that,  now 
you  are  in  office,  your  opinions  and  conduct,  as  they 
may  affect  one  of  the  dearest  interests  of  this  coun- 
try, will  be  scrupulously,  severely  watched.  And  now 
a  word  or  two  more  of  admonition  on  another,  but  con- 
genial point,  and  I  have  done. 

The  same  Sir  George  Murray,  upon  the  same  occa- 
sion, stated  it  as  his  opinion  that,  "  in  the  conversion  of 
the  Negros,  dissenting  missionaries  were  to  be  preferred 
to  the  regular  clergy,  inasmuch  as  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  former  wrought  more  powerfully  on  the  unedu- 
cated.*"    You,  my  Lord,  are  presumably  of  the  same 
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way  of  thinking,  inasmuch  as  you  have  recommended 
to  the  West  India  Governors,  and  in  particular  to  my 
Lord  Belmore,  in  the  name  of  this,  the  latest  of  the 
administrations  to  which  you  have  belonged,  "  the 
countenancing  or  encouragement  of  the  Methodists." 
So  that  between  you  both,  the  King,  the  sworn  head 
and  defender  of  the  Church  of  England,  is  made  to 
enjoin  upon  his  officers  in  that  part  of  his  dominions, 
where  the  church  is  naturally  the  weakest,  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  enthusiasm  of  its  professed  and 
irreconcilable  enemies  !  Secretary  A.  prefers  the  en- 
thusiasm of  dissenters  to  clergymen ;  and  Secretary 
B.  hopes  His  Excellency  will  encourage — (consider 
the  word  !) — encourage  these  gentle,  die-away  enthu- 
siasts !  If,  my  Lord,  you  possessed  as  much  practical 
acquaintance  with  the  nature  and  history  of  West  India 
society  as  a  three  months'  cruise  amongst  the  islands 
would  give  you,  you  would  know  (for,  as  it  is,  I  give 
you  the  credit  of  being  simply  ignorant,)  that  these 
poor  nervous  creatures  are  not  altogether  without  a 
pretty  little  spirit  of  their  own  ;  and  that,  even  without 
your  good  Lordship's  patting  on  their  backs,  they  con- 
trive to  make  a  very  decent  stand-up  fight  of  it  upon 
the  strength  of  their  own  "  enthusiasm  "  alone.  There  is 
even  now  a  residuum  of  the  true  alcohol  of  Grace  in  Jack's 
genuine  descendants^  which,  when  sublimed  into  saint-like 
ardor  by  the  action  of  a  vertical  sun,  and  properly  directed 
against  the  iveak  part  (you  and  your  predecessor  know 
what  that  means),  may  be  made  to  explode  with  a 
noise  and  an  effect  which  would  not  be  wholly  useless 
to  the  enemies  of  the  Church  even  in  England  itself. 

Sir  George  Murray  is,  I  believe,  a  Presbyterian ;  yet, 
for  all  that,  as  minister  of  the  Crown  he  was  oath-bound 
to  respect  and  to  support  the  Church  of  England.    But 
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you,  my  Lord,  profess  to  be  a  member  of  that  thrice 
venerable  Church  ;  if  you^  therefore,  wilfully  injure  it, 
even  in  the  West  Indies,  you  not  only  betray  the 
Crown,  but  you  give  the  lie  to — yourself  ! 

My  Lord,  I  began  by  saying  that  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  load  these  few  pages  with  a  tiresome  detail  of 
facts,  having  reference  to  the  present  menacing  attitude 
of  sectaries  of  every  hue  against  the  National  Church  in 
the  West  Indies.  You  know,  or  ought  to  know — you 
dare  not,  at  least,  appear  not  to  know — these  things  ; 
and  if  facts  could  lead  your  mind  to  a  conclusion,  you 
would  have  formed  the  right  one  by  this  time.  Others 
will  din  your  ears  with  remorseless  iteration  of  these 
facts  throughout  this  session  ;  my  business  is  to  give 
you  an  elementary  lesson  in  principles,  and  then  to 
watch  your  attention  to  them.  Watch  you,  my  Lord, 
I  will  to  the  uttermost. 

The  Church  of  England,  my  Lord,  proposes  to  her- 
self the  teaching,  the  correction,  and  the  salvation  of  all 
its  members.  It  is  a  catholic — a  universal  Church.  It 
lays  no  claim  to  universality  in  point  of  local  jurisdic- 
tion, as  the  Romish  Church  perversely  does ;  but  it  is 
universal  in  its  affection  for,  in  its  intended  compre- 
hension of,  every  man,  woman,  and  child  within  its 
sphere.  It  knows  no  distinction  between  rich  and  poor, 
between  white  and  black  ;  it  has  milk  for  babes,  as 
well  as  strong  meat  for  men ;  and  it  would  seem  strange, 
I  apprehend,  to  Cranmer,  or  to  Parker  (could  those 
noble  spirits  be,  without  irreverence,  supposed  cogni- 
zant of,  or  interested  in,  the  sayings  and  doings  of  mo- 
dern Secretaries  of  State),  to  hear  that  the  Church, 
which  they  and  others  had  with  such  precious  cost  esta- 
blished, was  to  be  considered  too  high,  or  too  learned, 
or  too  gentlemanly,   or  too  any  thing,  for  the  instruc- 
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tion  and  spiritual  government  of  the  villeins  of  the  day. 
Why,  my  Lord,  the  whole  civilization  of  England  flows 
from  its  Church  ; — that  1  can  write,  and  that  you  are 
not  a  country  franklin,  unable  to  read,  is  owing  mainly, 
and  not  remotely,  to  our  Church  !  If  the  Church,  in 
whose  maternal  bosom  all,  or  almost  all,  the  knowledge 
of  the  times  centered,  was  able  to  put  your  ancestors  or 
mine  into  that  path,  by  following  which,  from  slaves 
and  boors  they  have  become  freemen  and  gentlemen — 
why  is  that  same  Church,  in  zeal  not  diminished — in 
learning  and  cultivation  much  increased — now  to  be 
pronounced  non  compos^  and  unable  to  manage  its  own 
aflPairs  ?  Its  own  affairs,  I  say  ;  for  to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  the  poor — ^black  poor — brown  poor,  or  white 
poor — was,  is,  and,  in  spite  of  your  puny  heresy,  ever 
will  be  a  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England.  She  con- 
siders as  an  insult  Sir  George  Murray's  appropriation 
of  her  services  to  the  rich,  the  white,  or  the  free,  and 
his  virtual  withdrawal  of  them  from  the  poor,  the 
colored,  or  the  servile.  She  and  the  State,  of  which 
she  forms  the  first  great  third  part,  solemnly  protest 
against  such  dangerous  and  unwarrantable  tampering 
with  the  constitution  of  England ;  and  she  declares, 
and  will  act  according  to  her  declaration,  that  what 
she  received  from  God,  and  holds  by  the  Law,  she  will 
neither  abridge,  nor  degrade  at  the  bidding  of  any 
Secretary  of  State. 

Wherefore,  my  Lord,  if  you  please  to  vouchsafe  it 
a  thought, — wherefore,  may  I  ask,  should  erudition 
and  good  manners  disqualify  a  minister  of  the  Gospel 
from  teaching  and  humanizing  a  negro  ?  Is  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel  the  worse  for  being  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England — your  own  Church  !  Why  should 
you  go  out  of  your  way,  and  against  your  duty,  for  the 


purpose  of  helping  to  disfigure  and  degrade  the  aspect  of 
the  Christian  religion  in  the  Colonies,— a  religion  which 
enjoins  courtesy  and  prudence  as  virtues — by  the  ignor- 
ance, the  coarseness,  and  the  fanaticism  of  men,  who 
neither  are,  nor  in  any  other  nation  or  age  ever  were, 
rightfully  calculated  for  the  ministry  ?  Sure  I  am, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  that  quite  as  much  discretion  is 
necessary  in  the  work  of  instructing  the  slave  popula- 
tion as  in  the  known  labors  of  attending  to  the  spi- 
ritual wants  of  the  free  ;  in  fact,  much  more  is  indispen_ 
sable ;  for  the  course  of  the  missionary  is  through  an 
undiscovered  sea,  where  his  charts  serve  him  not,  and 
his  experience  is  baffled  by  novelty  ;  where  the  wisest 
may  fail,  but  where  the  wise  are  more  likely  to  succeed, 
and  to  succeed  effectually,  than  the  rash,  rude  men, 
whom  the  perverse  benevolence  of  thousands  at  home 
is  yearly  sending  out  with  roving  commissions  against 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  foreign  communities.  No 
man  who  knows  any  thing  practically  about  the  West 
Indies,  and  who  is  not  actually  blinded  by  faction  or 
fear^  can,  or  does  doubt  that  the  episcopal  establish- 
ment, countenanced  (as  it  ought  to  have  been,  but  as 
it  has  not  always  been)  by  national  authority,  supported 
by  national  resources,  and  in  close  alliance  with  the 
unimpeached  piety  and  wisdom  of  the  great  religious 
associations  of  the  National  Church,  has  and  must  of 
necessity  have,  a  far  better  chance  of  effecting  general 
and  systematic  good  in  the  colonies_,  than  the  individual 
teachers  of  sects, ,  rivals  of  each  other,  antagonists  of 
the  regular  clergymen,  mendicants  of  an  audience, 
unequally  distributed  over  the  islands,  and  by  their 
very  character  and  qualifications  for  ever  confined  to 
one  class  alone  in  the  society. 

The  Methodists,  in  the  West  Indies  at  least,  do  not 
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pretend  to  impute  to  the  Church,  against  which  they 
have  revolted,  any  doctrines  that  are  false  or  practices 
that  are  sinful :  on  the  contrary,  they  profess  an  entire 
accordance  with  the  first,  and  a  simple  indifference  with 
regard  to  the  last.  Unfortunately  the  evil  consequences 
of  their  schism  are  more  important  than  would  be  the 
benefits  of  their  conformity.  The  disturbing  forces  of 
sectarian  zealotry  are  able  to  impede  what,  even  if  it  de- 
sired to  do  so,  such  zeal  could  but  slightly  accelerate. 
If  these  Methodists  had  been  sincere  in  their  frequent 
declarations  that  they  merely  filled  up  a  void  left  by 
the  Church,  that  they  had  no  ambitious  designs  against 
the  Church,  and  that  they  wished  the  Church  to  prosper 
in  the  colonies, — then  it  might  surely  have  been  ex- 
pected of  them,  either  that  they  would  have  become 
themselves  the  catechists  of  the  Church  ;  or  if,  under 
the  new  edition  of  Wesleyanism,  they  could  not  submit 
to  a  bishop's  control,  that  they  would  gradually  and 
peacefully  have  retired  from  a  field,  where  they  could 
not  but  acknowledge  that  the  necessity  for  their  ser- 
vices was  rapidly  disappearing. 

But  the  empire  which  they  had  acquired  was  flat- 
tering and  lucrative  too  ;  it  was  so  pleasant,  my  Lord, 
that  even  their  commended  enthusiasm  waxed  faint  at 
the  prospect  of  abandoning  it.  You,  who  have  never 
been  in  the  West  Indies,  know  nothing  about  the  im- 
perium  in  imperio  which  your  interesting  enthusiasts 
have  contrived  to  erect  in  West  Indian  society.  They 
have,  at  this  moment,  a  completely  organized  espionage, 
veiled  under  some  cant  phrase  which  I  forget.  The  secrets 
of  nine  families  out  of  ten  in  the  Colonies  are  at  their 
command  ;  parent  and  child  are  watches  on  each  other  ; 
sister  is  set  against  sister,  brother  against  brother  ;  each 
is  on  his  guard  against  all,   and  all  against  each.     In 
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this  manner  these  sectaries  possess  an  army  of  depend- 
ants already  lodged  within  every  house  and  fixed  in  the 
heart  of  every  plantation.  Their  dominion  over  these 
poor  people  is  as  absolute  as  was  ever  that  of  Jesuits 
over  their  missions  ;  the  fear  of  being  turned  out  of  a 
particular  class — from  God  Almighty's  class  into  the 
DevWs  class — operates  like  the  dread  of  losing  caste  in 
Hindostan,  and  the  negros  know  that  this  formidable 
power  rests  entirely  with  their  ministers.  These  minis- 
ters, my  Lord,  sell  to  the  poor  negros  what  are  called 
"  tickets  of  membership" — certificates  (think  of  that !) 
certificates  of  the  purchaser's  righteousness.  These 
tickets  are  scraps  of  paper,  on  which,  ultra  the  certifi- 
cate, certain  texts  of  scripture  are  written.  These  cer- 
tificates are  renewable  every  quarter  ;  the  present  price 
is  ten-pence  each.  One  Mr.  Coultart,  a  Baptist  minister 
in  Kingston,  in  Jamaica  (the  case  is  exactly  the  same 
with  the  Methodists),  stated  upon  his  examination  by  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  December, 
1827,  that  the  weekly  sale  of  these  tickets  in  his  congre- 
gation might  be  averaged  at  twelve  pounds.  Twelve 
pounds  by  the  week,  properly  multiplied,  come  to  £Q24^ 
per  annum,  which  such  minister  as  aforesaid  receives, 
and  of  the  same  keeps  no  account,  ''  forasmuch  as,"" 
observes  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coultart,  with  simplicity  and 
truth,  "  there  is  no  necessity  for  it." — Certainly  not ; 
no  necessity  for  it  !* 

*  A  Minister  of  the  Crown  ought  not  to  be  ignorant  how  this 
system  works  at  home.  He  should  know  that  from  a  central  point, 
hundreds  of  "  affiliated  societies  "  take  their  tone,  and  direct  their 
united  force  to  one  common  object.  "What  can  illustrate  this  more 
clearly  than  a  circumstance  which  has  recently  passed  under  our 
eyes  ?  Out  of  2,176  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery,  which,  up 
to  a  certain  period  of  the  present  Session,  were  presented  to  the 

B 


18 

You  see  that  one  sinew  of  war  is  not  wanting  Money. 
Take  you  good  heed,  my  Lord,  that,  in  your  blindness 
to  consequences,  you  do  not  forge  the  other — Iron  ! 

It  is  a  matter  of  course,  my  Lord,  that  you  should 
raise  your  eyes,  and  thi-ow  up  your  hands,  and  say — 
''  What  have  I  to  do  with  this  ?  How  have  I  deserted 
the  Church  or  favored  its  enemies?  What  have  I 
ever  done— what  did  Sir  George  Murray — more  than 
hold  an  even  hand  between  the  one  party  and  the  other  ?" 

Very  well  indeed  !  Governments,  my  Lord,  are  not 
always  ruined  by  bad  men ;  weak,  wavering,  fore- 
thoughtless  men  in  power  are  equally  destructive.  Some- 
times more  so  ;  for  their  want  of  sagacity  makes  them 
fool-hardy,  when  a  shrewd  villain  snuffs  danger  to 
himself  at  a  distance,  and  calls  off.  You  did  not  know 
that  you  and  your  predecessor  were  sapping  and  mining, 
when  both  of  you  ought  to  have  been  fortifying  !  It 
is  very  likely  ;  but  when,  my  Lord,  did  the  Crown- 
when  did  your  Country — give  you  a  commission  to 
weigh  the  National  Church  in  your  secretarial  scales  ? 
What  law  or  custom  gave  you  licence  to  place  an 
intruding  Methodist  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
Rector  of  the  parish  ?  Or  how  presume  you  to  die- 
House  of  Commons,  1 ,914  were  presented  by  sectaries,  and  of  them 
1,665  by  the  AVesleyan  Methodists.  The  preachers  of  this  last- 
mentioned  sect  not  being  liked  in  the  Colonies,  the  elders  of  the 
body  have,  (as  I  am  informed,)  at  their  last  Annual  Conference, 
revenged  themselves  upon  the  Colonists  for  their  preference  of  the 
Established  Church,  by  issuing  the  following  mandate  to  their  flocks, 
whom,  in  all  spiritual  matters,  they  despotically  govern : — 

"  Resolved,  that  the  Conference  earnestly  recommend  it  to  all  the 
congregations  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  throughout  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  to  express,  by  petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
from  each  congregation,  to  be  signed  at  its  own  chapel,  and  presented 
as  early  as  possible  after  the  assembling  of  the  next  Parliament ; 
their  sympathy,"  &c.  &c. 
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tate  to  a  clergyman  in  Jamaica  in  a  tone  which  your 
colleague  at  the  Home  Department  would  pause  before 
he  dared  to  imitate  in  England  ? 

The  Government,  of  which  you,  my  Lord,  form  a 
part,  and  indeed  every  government  under  which 
this  country  has  labored  since  the  retirement  of 
Lord  Liverpool,  has  systematically  acted  towards  the 
West  Indian  Colonies,  as  if  the  Planters  were  felon 
outlaws,  and  the  established  Clergymen  the  least  repu- 
table amongst  conflicting  sectaries.  Since  Lord  Liver- 
pool's time,  the  Church  of  England  in  the  colonies  has 
become  the  Government  Sect,  with  the  Government 
bias  against  it.  To  every  false  and  malicious  charge 
preferred  in  Parliament  by  men  whose  end  is  attained  in 
the  sensation  of  the  day,  and  who  are  as  regardless  as 
the  Times  or  the  Mo7'ning  Chronicle  of  the  contradic- 
tion of  the  morrow,  the  most  grateful  attention  is  ever 
paid.  If  a  magistrate  is  impeached,  it  is  well ;  if  a  cler- 
gyman, much  better.  Then  commence  the  despatches, 
the  inquiries,  the  snubbing  the  Parson,  the  schooling  the 
Governor ;  and  when  the  truth  is  at  length  made  known, 
and  the  monstrous  mass  of  fiction  displaced,  the  slan- 
dered Parties,  the  injured  Church,  and  the  harassed 
Country  are  recompensed  by  a  thick  folio,  which  nobody 
reads,  but  for  the  printing  of  which  every  one,  even 
Hume,  must  pay  !  A  mean,  low-styled,  ungentlemanly 
knot  of  men,  supported  by  sectaries  of  every  kind,  and 
preached  up  by  some  crazy  professing  coxcombs  of  the 
Church  itself,  is  allowed  to  intimidate  the  Government, 
and  to  advise  the  Colonial  Minister  ;  and  if  a  complaint, 
a  remonstrance,  is  offered,  however  respectfully,  by  any 
friend  of  the  Church  or  the  Colonies,  up  starts  the  King's 
Own,  and  declares,  with  a  beaming  countenance,  that 
his  object  has  always  been  to  give  a  full  and  complete 
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liberty  to  all  sects  (excepting  the  Church),  and  to  curb, 
as  much  as  possible,  that  spirit  of  intolerance  unhap- 
pily too  prevalent — (of  course  in  the  Church  !) — which 
intolerance  is  at  variance  with  the  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened opinions  of  the  age ! 

''  The  liberal  and  enlightened  opinions  of  the  age  r 
No !  no !  it  is  said  and  done  in  fear !  in  a  wretched, 
unmanly  spirit  of /ear/  Liberality  would  not  listen  ex- 
clusively to  the  most  evidently  malicious  faction  that 
ever  disgraced  the  annals  of  English  parties.  Light 
would  dissipate  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  error  which 
cover  the  chasm  now  yawning  wide  to  swallow  up  the 
ancient  institutions  of  the  Land. 

I  press  this  position  upon  you,  my  Lord,  as  pre- 
sent Minister  for  the  Colonies, — that  the  Church 
of  England  is  the  Coloiiial  Church !  If  it  is  not, 
It  is  a  sect  only,  and  if  you  think  that  to  be  the 
case,  have  the  goodness  to  say  so  in  Parliament.  Stand 
up  and  tell  the  bishops  that  the  Church  has  no  prescrip- 
tive rights,  no  constitutional  precedence,  no  nationality — 
out  of  England — call  it  at  once  the  Episcopal  Sect,  and 
shew  favor  to  it  equally  with  the  other  sects.  At  least 
be  just  in  this  matter  ;  either  acknowledge  the  Church 
of  England  to  be  the  Church  in  Jamaica,  and  give  to  it 
its  rights  accordingly  ;  or  dash  it  down  to  the  level  of  a 
vulgar  sect,  and  then  cease  to  slander  it  as  an  intolerant 
establishment.  Let  us,  who  are  Churchmen,  know  what 
it  is  you  mean  ;  give  us  notice  to  quit ;  let  us  have  time, 
if  we  see  fit,  to  apply  elsewhere.  To  undermine  what 
you  dare  not  batter,  to  assassinate  where  you  fear  to 
fight,  could  only  be  the  acts  of  a  Government  of  which 
none  but  your  enemies,  my  Lord,  would  believe  that 
you  formed  a  part ! 

If,  my  Lord,  you  think  the  Church  in  the  Colonies 
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too  weak  for  the  effectual  performance  of  all  that  ought 
to  be  done,  is  it  not  your  bounden  duty  to  state  that 
matter  to  Parliament,  and  to  ask  for  further  supplies  ? 
If  Parliament  refuses  to  give  the  necessary  aid,  then, 
indeed,  you  are  absolved,  and  the  responsibility  will  rest 
entirely  upon  those  who,  not  for  economy's  sake,  but, 
God  knows,  out  of  hatred  to  the  Church,  reject  your 
demand.  It  is  not  a  part  of  your  duty  to  anticipate 
such  rejection  ;  on  the  contrary,  you  are  constitutionally 
obliged  to  presume  that  the  National  Church  will  be 
supported  by  the  Nation.  Until  the  Nation  abandons 
the  Church,  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  of  all  men,  has  no 
election  of  abandoning  it  or  not.  Is  he  not  in  the  very 
first  class  of  those  who  are  sworn  to  protect  and  to 
strengthen  it  ? 

The  Bishops  of  Jamaica  and  Barbados  have  now, 
for  six  complete  years,  labored  in  their  respective  dio- 
ceses with  a  zeal  which  none  but  their  friends  expected, 
and  with  a  success  which  has  transcended  the  real  ex- 
pectations of  all.  They  have  emancipated  the  Clergy 
from  many  degrading  associations,  formed  them  into  a 
body,  and  given  them  a  tone  and  an  influence  in  society, 
the  benefits  of  which  are  incalculable.  They  have  cre- 
ated, upon  the  old  plan  of  the  Church  in  Edward  the 
Sixth's  time,  a  great  body  of  admirable  catechists,  who 
pervade  every  plantation,  teaching  as  the  Church  teaches, 
and  promising  only  as  she  has  promised.  They  have 
doubled  the  number  of  churches,  quintupled  the  num- 
ber of  schools,  vanquished,  in  a  great  degree,  the  preju- 
dices against  letters,  distributed  Bibles  and  Prayer- 
books  to  thousands,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  religion, 
of  civilization,  and  of  order,  so  deeply,  and  so  broad, 
that  even  the  blighting  influence  of  adverse  administra- 
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tions  in  England  has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  shake 
them. 

If,  my  Lord,  this  statement  is  not  true,  you,  of  all 
men  in  the  empire,  have  the  readiest  means  of  exposing 
it.  Convict  of  falsehood,  if  you  can,  the  reports  made  by 
the  West  Indian  Bishops  to  the  Society  for  the  Conver- 
sion of  Negro  Slaves.  Read  those  Reports,  or  order  one 
of  the  gentlemen  of  your  office  to  present  to  you  a  sum- 
mary of  their  contents.  Make  yourself  fully  acquainted 
with  what  the  Church  has  done,  is  doing,  and  will, 
unless  prevented,  do,  for  the  order  and  the  tranquillity  of 
your  vast  Atlantic  province.  Give  us,  my  Lord,  who 
as  Churchmen  and  Colonists  are  so  deeply,  so  vitally, 
interested  in  the  fate  of  this  great  portion  of  the  British 
empire — give  us,  I  say,  for  once,  the  satisfaction  of 
being  assured  that  you  understand  the  question.  Con- 
ceive for  a  season,  the  people  of  England  as  something 
other  and  more  than  the  Anti-Slavery  Society — the  calls 
of  justice  as  not  necessarily  the  same  with  the  petitions 
and  the  harangues  of  the  Abolitionists.  For  once,  at 
least,  act  and  speak  as  the  King,  your  master,  would 
act  and  speak  for  the  Church,  of  which  he  is  the  earthly 
Head,  and  for  the  Colonies,  of  which  he  was  the  favored 
Guest,  if  his  transcendant  place  allowed  him  time  or 
opportunity  for  teaching  his  servants  their  duty. 

The  hour  is  coming — it  is  even  now  close  at  hand — 
in  which  every  man  in  the  empire  who  is  against  revo- 
lution, must  act  and  speak  against  it  with  all  his  soul 
and  with  all  his  strength.  Trimming,  my  Lord,  how 
dexterous  soever,  will  not  save  us.  The  Barbarians 
have  passed  the  Danube ;  they  have  come  in  sight,  and 
you  will  not  be  able,  with  all  your  smiles,  or  threats,  or 
gold,  to  buy  them  off.     The  enemies  of  our  peace  in 
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Church  and  State  are  many  and  diverse  in  form,  but 
they  are  all  one  in  essence ;  with  the  sagacity  which 
thirst  of  spoil,  and  the  pertinacity  which  hatred  alone 
imparts,— on  they  come,  demagogue  and  saint,  in  fero- 
cious concord,  against  the  Constitution  of  the  Land. 
Already  are  their  teeth  set  deep  in  the  Church,  and  in 
the  American  Colonies,  and  shame  be  upon  those 
through  whose  treason  or  lukewarmness  it  is  so  ! — these 
two,  the  least  protected  members  of  the  Commonwealth, 
are  bleeding  with  their  wounds.  Vilify  the  Church,  my 
Lord,  and  ruin  the  Colonies,  as  may  seem  fit  to  the 
fanaticism  and  the  political  economy  of  the  abolitionists, 
but  dream  not  that  Church  or  Colonies,  large  morsels 
though  they  be,  will  appease  the  rabid  appetite  of  the 
pursuing  pack  !  No  !  no  !  It  is  not  an  establishment 
of  one  kind  only  that  must  fall ;  it  is  not  property  of 
one  kind  only  that  must  be  plundered.  Sugar-planta- 
tions will  not  satisfy  conquerors;  the  much  higher 
prize  of  English  freehold  will  be  within  their  grasp, 
and  they  will  indeed  grasp  it.  When  that  happens, 
or  is  about  to  happen — when  you  lie  crouching  at 
the  mercy  of  the  flushed  fanatic  in  religion  or  politics 
— ^you  will  then  remember  that  you  were  once  solemnly 
warned,  whilst  it  was  yet  time,  that  the  power  and  the 
prosperity  of  England  were  the  results  of  many  forces, 
and  of  complicated  counterchecks — that  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  lay  at  the  bottom  of,  and  comprehended,  this 
power  and  prosperity,  was  an  anomaly  of  wisdom  and 
of  chance,  which  could  not  in  its  nature  be  subjugated 
to  the  petty  formulae  of  academic  sciolism — that  in 
ruining  the  Atlantic  Colonies,  you  were  rending  the 
purest  and  most  brilliant  gem  from  the  union  crown 
of  your  mother- country — and  that  in  degrading  the  cha- 


racter  and  the  services  of  the  Ministers  of  the  National 
Church,  you  were  drawing  the  bolts,  and  bursting  the 
bars,  and  loosening  the  beams  which  kept  the  Ship  of 
the  State  together. 
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